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There seems, then, no adequate ground for the view that
working women were mainly ' unpaid domestic workers'l
following household occupations, rather than wage-earners
supplying a market. The Act of 1363 restricting craftsmen
to a single trade did not apply to women, and incidentally
throws light upon their industrial pursuits. " But the intent
of the king and of his council is that women, that is to say,
brewers, bakers, carders and spinners, and workers as well of
wool as of linen-cloth and of silk, brawdesters and breakers
of wool, and all other that do use and work all handiworks,
may freely use and work as they have done before this
time " 3.
The stress of competition, however, gave rise to an agita- Agitation
tion against the employment of women workers. At Bristol ***^
(1461) the complaint was made that the Weavers set to work or workers.
hired to others their wives, daughters and maidens, " by the
which many and divers of the king's liege people, likely men
to do the king service in his wars and in the defence of this
his land, and sufficiently learned in the said craft, goeth
vagrant and unoccupied, and may not have their labour to
their living" 3. Accordingly a weaver was forbidden to
employ women, except those who were now getting their
livelihood from weaving. More than a century earlier
(1344), the London Girdlers had refused to allow any woman,
other than the wife or daughter of a girdler, to be employed
in their craft; and the restriction appears in other in-
dustries 4. Sometimes the prohibition against women's
labour extended even to a wife or daughter. In the sixteenth
century the Weavers of York ordered " that there shall no
man of the said craft learn his wife, his daughter, or any
20 tuns of wine, and in 1420-21 "Nell' Bartholomuxdoghter *' imported spice
cakes and paten cakes : Gras, Early English Customs System, 401, 500.
1  E. Dixon, " Craftswomen ", in The Economic Journal, v. 225.
2  Statute s> i. 380.    At Coventry women are said to have been employed
as knitters, candle-makers and cutters of fish:   Coventry Leet Book, iv.
p. xli.    See also A. Abram, Social England in the Fifteenth Century (1909),
chapter 5 ; A. Abram, English Life and Manners in the later Middle Ages
(1913), 293-294.
3  Little Red Book of Bristol, ii. 127.
* Riiey, Memorials of London, 217 (Girdlers) ; Victoria County History,
Yorkshire, iii. 454 (Bakers, 1595); York Memorandum Book, ii. 169
(Curriers).